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Muratcentoventidue Artecontemporanea  is pleased to present Afterglow, a solo 

exhibition featuring works by Ursula Palla. 

Ursula Palla was born in Chur in 1961.  She studied drawing and painting at the F+F 

School for Art and Design in Zurich from 1989 to 1992 , where she then taught video 

art until 1999. She was an assistant to Pipilotti Rist . In 1994 she co-founded the 

performance group Cooperation Projekt X  in Zurich  , to which she belonged until 

2002.  Since 1992 she has regularly participated in solo and group exhibitions as well 

as video festivals in Switzerland and abroad. Decisive for her career as an artist are 

also cantonal work grants, studio scholarships and architectural art projects. Her 

works can be found throughout Europe in renowned private and museum collections 

such as the Gemeente Museum in The Hague, the ZKM Zentrum für Kunst und Medien 

in Karlsruhe and the Kunsthaus Zürich. Palla lives and works in Zurich. 

While in Ursula Palla’s early work the accent was on man as a figure between 

appearance and disappearance, after 2000 the world of plants and animals came into 

focus as a motif. The artificiality of nature crystallizes ever more clearly as the central 

theme of the multimedia-based oeuvre. In the form of videos and sculptures made of 

bronze, which are sometimes grouped together as installations, she critically 

questions the appropriation and manipulation of nature by man, because “our 

landscape today has changed a lot and is overbuilt. Natural landscapes have become 

rare, and we have developed the ability to see selectively. We fade out what is 

disturbing, we overlook it or transfigure it” (Ursula Palla, 2013). Her works, which are 

preceded by well-founded research, suggest a paradisiacal state on a formal-aesthetic 

level. On closer inspection, the beautiful appearance falls apart at the contradictions 

of the details. Illusion and reality enter into a tense relationship in her works. 

The artist interweaves video with spatial sculptures and works with sensitive 

materials such as cast sugar, coal dust, and snow in her artistic practice. The fragility 

of nature and wildlife is the focus of many works. An enchanting aesthetic makes this 

accessible on a first level. At the same time, all works are based on comprehensive 



research, the knowledge of which fully reveals the depth and urgency of the works. 

Ursula Palla’s video and spatial installations are poetic and at the same time reveal 

empty spaces that often leave us feeling stale and remind us of our responsibility 

towards nature and the environment. 

The video installation “ Thousand” is inspired by a story about a woman from 

Shanghai, who hid her savings under the mattress. After a while she realized that 

there were only scraps left: her savings got most likely eaten by ants. The video shows 

leaf-eating ants at their work. The animals can be seen cutting a thousand-franc note 

into tiny pieces as well as transporting the paper shreds, which are used as humus for 

the cultivation of fungal cultures. 

“The work becomes a metaphor for the power of a nature which makes use of the 

achievements of humanity in order to demonstrate its actual volatility.“ (Andrea Jahn) 

The video installation “The Moon In My Pocket”   can be seen in a surreal landscape - 
reminiscent of a civilization wasteland, of decay and new beginnings. 

Scraps of cloth fly through the air, get stuck, crash and lose themselves in space, 
reminding us of the remnants of civilization. 

The installation “Herb and Weeds” is created on site. Nettles once stretching out to 
the ceiling and then turned upside down, pointing to the ground. The plants made of 

sand and ground rubble are blown directly to the wall with a leaf blower. The work 

reflects the complex relationship of humans to nature, which is desired or 

undesirable according to the focus. 

Ursula Palla's video installation “Bird” shows an owl that wants to fly away, although 
it is tied by the feet. The artist wants to encourage viewers to think about how we 
treat our environment. 
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